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Last-minute tweaks for AT&T

By LAITR AGHA
Hernld Staqlf Writer

Poppy Hills Golf Course muinte
nance créw members generally work
five days & weely, though theirs iz far
from a typical American work week.

When most people are finishing
lunch, the Poppy Hills guys are usually
getting ready to head home after a
workday that began at 5 am.

“They've gotten so used to that, it's
old hat" said Manny Souss, course
superintendent.  “Golfers  love it
because they don't have to deal with
this guy {on a rideon lawn mower)
going down the middle of the fairway.”

“And getting off at 130 pm. is a
beautiful thing,” said Kregg Bush,

(GREENS CREWS
ENSURE COURSES
ARE IN TOP SHAPE

assistant superintendent.

But with the AT&T Pebhle Beach
National Pro-Am coming to the Penin-
sula this week, crew members have
had less free fime in the last couple of
weekis, a2 they ramp up efforts to make
sire the course is ready for its biggest
week of the year,

“We're working extra hours,” aaid
Rosendo Vazquez, a groundskeeper at
Poppy for 20 years “It's every day
before the tournament.”

Fivevear crew member Manuel
Vazquez — unrelated to Rosendo —

said the routine does not change much
for the AT&T. They just increase
efforts to fill in divots and ensure the
course is clean.

They do have some additional
responsibilities. The biggest one is put-
tng up the ropes that separate the
spectator areas from the course.

With AT&T week officially begin-
ning today, the crew spent Sunday
making final preparations. But a steady
downpour threatened to alter their
game plan,

I it Keeps raining, theyTl put on
their rain gear and go out to clear pine
needles and check the drmins, make
sure theyre not clogged,” Sousa suid

Please see Bolf page AB
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about 5:15 a.m.

As the crew members waited
for Sousa to make a decision on
whether they would perform
their normal duties, they hung
out in the maintenance shed
kitchen, sipping coffee and
snacking on jicama doused with
hot sauce,

By 6 a.m. the rain had ceased.
Sousa gathered his 25 crew
members outside the shed and
divvied up the morning’s tasks
— including the normal winter
chore of clearing pine needles
and other tree parts,

Fallen debris from trees is not
nearly as abundant at this point
in the season, not after
Monterey County’s strongest
storm of the decade hit last
month. On top of all the debris
the crew had to clear from Janu-
ary's torrential downpours, they
had to deal with 24 fallen trees,
Sousa said.

“There’s not much left” to fall,
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he said. course  is  suitable  for
Sousa has been Poppy Hills competition.
superintendent for 18 years, “Maintenance of this course
which just happens to is very good, s0 not a
coincide with the num-  — — — — — whole lot of adjust
ber of years the course ments have to be
has been part of the “It would be made,” Vermeulen
AT&T. inappropri-  said.
Teeing off starts as ate t His oA g js
ary focus is
EBI"}: as 540 a.m. on the (US. ;ﬂa\;ﬂ rna.king sure the put-
E,ifears tf“.’é{“l work et ting greens for Poppy
ﬂg’ghﬂl-;i - n conditions 1 g the tourna-
o E'&E’ :'é‘:}?;m;ﬂ{f for ment's other two
ks o courses —  Pebble
"mfh? sun's "ﬁlullpr but 'f ﬂl:ﬂﬂ:lﬂll::?ikﬂ Beach Golf Links and
: €y C“E,,?‘EE' ARk @ Spyglass Hill — play at
0 E:r?ng e wikifes taking your  ihe same speed,
golfers are usually sr:al: Little I.eague _This is tested with a
tered throughout the team to f:'“p:{’:slﬁ?at i?:‘ se}?nmn
caling breaks or” SN0 the uting green at oo
ofice %““kﬂgle. Aball rolls down a groove
At 6:30 a.m. on this wet winter 0 the stimpmeter, and however

moming, as crew me
mowed the course and fi 5
putting up the stakes and rope,
no golfers had yet shown up.

But the crew had a special
guest Sunday morning: Paul
Vermeulen, PGA Tour director
of agronomy. He makes sure the

it rolls on the grass deter-

ur diikes the playing surface’s
Miheed.

If this were the U.S. Open —
which comes to Pebble Beach
in 2010 — the course's specifica-
tions would be different, Ver-
meulen said, but because this

CHAMIDY A AL/ Thes Herald

week's field of competitors
includes amateur plavers, the
course is a little friendlier.

“It would be inappropriate to
have (LS. Open) conditions for
amateurs,” Vermeulen said. “It
would be like taking your Little
League team to Yankee Stadium
and having them run around on
the Yoot base paths.”

For the record, Little League's
bases are (0 feet apart.

The course has not under-
goné any major changes in
about 15 years, but minor
tweaks are made year to vear,
Sousa said.

The 14th hole was realigned,
and two of its sand bunkers
were closed. The 4th hole is 53
yards longer this vear and No.
15 was extended 28 vards, he
said.

Making course adjustments is
a welcomed challenge for the
CTew,

“It's fun,” Sousa said, “as long
as it's not the whole course.”

Laith Agha can be reached at
G46-4358 or
lagha@manterevherald.com.
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