THE WEEK IN GOLF

By JEREY ETEWARY
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Fan favorite Bill Mumay is
busy. fkning. New England
Patriote  quarterback  Tom
Brady more than likely will be
in Hawaii for the Pro. Bowl,
Patriots head coach Bill Bel
chick is still iffy. New Orleans
Saints quanerback Drew Brees
and Eporfs  aonouncer Al
Michaels fre in.

The player shuffle for next
weekls ATET Pebble Beach
National Fro-Am continmes.

Along  with  Bress  and
Michaeds, celebrities who have
in recent davs been added to
the field include Formula One
meer Rubens Barrchello Jr.,
and actors Luke Wilson and
Josh Duhamel Barrichello I, a
ontive of Bragl 1s a 10
handicap, while Wilson is a
nine, Dubamel, who has been
a1 the soap “All My Childreg™
and most recently was in the

film “Transformers’, is also a
10:handicagp.
Michaels, now with NBC

affer & pearly 30wvear ron at
ARC, is mo#t recopmized for his
brosdesst ("Do vou believe in
miracles?™) of the 1980 Winter
Olympics jce hockey medal
round match between the ULS,
mnd Soviel Union, Brees, who
helped lead the Ssims to the
2007 NFC championship gami,
i an avid player, carrvinge a 4.7
hamdicag imcdex

O e professional side, Pad-
rig Hurington has joined the
fiehd. Harnington, witner of last
yedr's British Open, is currently
ranked No, 10 in the world. The
Iristunan joins defending chan-
pion Phil Mickelson (Wo.2) and
Jim Furvk (No 6 as Top 10
worltbranked phvers who will
begin play Thursday at Poppy
Hille Golf Course, Spyiliss Hill
GC and Pebble Beach Golf
Links. Vijay Singh, who's cur
retlly. ranked Mo, 11, is also in
thie fiedd

While professionals  have
until 2 pan. Friday (o commit to
phaving i the ournament, the
celebaitios/ amateurs will have o
smll  window  through  the
weekend. By Late Monday, how-
ever, that window will also shut.
Pairings for the towrnzmént will
bet redensed on Tuesday night

In the atatus still-pending cat
sy, Murmay 15 oot expected
I be coming due o flming
commitments. Then again, e
Monterey Penlnsula  Foumds
ton president and CEOQ Ollie

F_ore!

“Obviously, it was a blowout, but it will still
end up being one of the highest-rated tour
events on a Sunday. We have no complaints.”

— Hob Corredi, senke vict prasident of

for £8S, on the T¥
ratings of L Buick s

AT&T PEBELE BEACH NATIONAL PRO-AM — FEB. 7-10

The field’s coming together for AT&T

MNutt =id, *I's Bill. You never
knwow,”

According  to.  Nutt, it's

expected that Brady will hooor
his Pro Bowl obligations. Beli-
chick, meanwhibe, is expected
b indorm tournament oificiils of
his- decision after  the Super
Bowl
"We're really hopeful with Beli-
chick, but we don't expect o
her anything until Mooday,™
Nutt sidd. “If soaseone like Bill
(Murray) was o call sometime
after Friduy, we'd figure some-
thing out.”
Tickets for the ATET Pro-Am
ure gvailable at the Wurmamesnt
bow office (1-800-54 1581 or
B31644-0333) and online at
www.attpbgolf com.

Wol cuurses

As one would expect, each of
the three Pro-Am courses are
wet this weelt due to the recent
weather, The good news is thid
the courses were not hit oo
hurd with rain.

“Considering that we ol up
to three inches over the weeks
end, were dolng amasingly
well,” Popgry Hills  superinten-
dent Manny Sousa said.

“Weve dried off a bit, but
wi'ne definitely aaturated,” Peb-
ble Béach superimtendent Chnis
Dathamer said. “lt's pot some-
thing vou want ideally heading
into a tournament, but Mother
Nature s in charpe.”

Looking ahend, the forecast
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calls for showers (60 percent)
on-Saturday. Showers are also
forecast for Wednesday (50
percent).

Last yeqr, showers dropped
oft he courses Thursday, and
Friday and rain fell on Saturday
Iy 2006, the weather was warm
aned dry all week, with tempers-
tures. reaching 77 degrees on
Thursday,

Poppy changes

Plavers can expect o few new
looks when they po around
Poppy Hills. For starters, a new
back tee area has been oo
structed o the pard fourth
hole, bringing s vardage o
608, By adding S vards, plyers
will have: to be more decisive on

club sebection when  approach-
g thee gresen,

The other chonge fivolves (he
405 yard pard 1ath, There, the
tee was replaced and a Girway
bunker was removed. The hole
had 8 Shdegree dogdep lefi,
with trees lining the fairway. To
allow the pros a chance at using
driver, Poppy Hills peneral man-
ager Tvler Jones and a commit-
Lee :lﬂll:lwlllu :Elléhwe the tecing
ground o the [t open up
the leit side of the fdrway, “We
hope o put driver back n the
pl?dfj_ﬂd&mah' hamida,”  Jooes

il
Another emall ¢hange is on the
par-3 1th, where the back tee
was taiended 20 vards,

Calohrity Chaliengs

Mine plivers have confirmed
their appearance in the anmsl
M Celebrity Challenge, fo be
held Wednesday ot 11 am
Pebble Beach Golf Linke. Ttu:
list includes ESPN's Chris Ber-
actors - Don  Cheadle,
George Lopez, Revin Cosiner,
Andy Garciia, Kevin James, Ray
Romano and Chris ODounell
and Late Night TV ho#t Carson

Draly. :

In the Challenge, 12 celebit
ties compete moa Modified
Scotch forma over five holes

Mosd, & 8 17 and 18) for a

KD purse, with winnings
going to the charity of the celeb-
rity"s choice,

Military Day

As part of Military Day, men-
bers of the ammed forces, law
enforcement and fire prevention
(nd one guest) will receive free
wdmission to the tourmaneot on
Wednesday. Eligible personnel
(st present their active official
departiment [ or badge ot any
ticket booth. Tickets are Bmited
tir ix bl of Pwor per person.

Youth Golf Exhibition

The Payne Stewart Youily
Grolf Exhibition, held in confunc
tion with townament week, will
b lieddl Saturday on the Pebble
Beach driving mnge. Fres and
opeen. b the public, this yers
exhilation (2 pan-530 pan) will
feature  goll  enteriginer  Dan
Boever, who specinlizes in long
drives and rick shos, Included
in the festivities. will be give
aways and a raffle for a =4 of
clubs,
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